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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 118 


[Abstract:] Suggests that the Assayer in charge of the Helena A.O. be requested to toughen US. 
Gold... 846 4% 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 

Assay Department, 

October 21, 1879 


Note for the Superintendent. 


After a view of the gold bars just recd. from Helena, & without waiting for the assay, I 
beg leave to suggest that the Assayer in charge there, be earnestly requested to toughen his gold, 
before making payment to his depositors; so that whatever loss may occur thereby, shall fall 
upon original owners, and not upon this Mint. Of course we have always taken brittle gold, but 
we charge for the toughening; which we cannot do, in correspondence with an U.S. Office. 


The disturbing metals in this case are without doubt very various, & it would add nothing 
to our experience or satisfaction to eliminate them; they can easily (but at some cost & loss) be 
worked out, preparatory to coinage. 


WED. 
Assayer 


